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MINUTES
August 10, 6PM
Selectmen’s Chambers

272 Main Street Townsend, MA 01469
VIA

Zoom
Topic: Housing Authority
Time: Aug 10, 2023 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84152452051?pwd=L3d5eXl4RjRLdUNUa1FNWDJWUk5BQT09
Meeting ID: 841 5245 2051

Passcode: 662536
One tap mobile

+19292056099,,84152452051#,,,,*662536# US (New York)

+13017158592,,84152452051#,,,,*662536# US (Washington DC)

THIS IS AN OPEN MEETING AND ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND
1.1 Meeting called to order at 6:05PM. 
1.2 Roll Call showed State Rep Chaz Sexton-Diranian (CSD), Natalie Call (NC), Courtney Borelli (CB), and Jack Moran (JM)* present. *At the time of this meeting, JM had not been sworn in. 
1.3 Announced the meeting is being recorded.
1.4 Pledge of Allegiance observed. 
1.5 Welcome New Members and reorganize the Board. Welcomed Jack Moran and Courtney Borelli to the board. CSD moved to nominate NC as Chairman, CB seconded. Roll call vote unanimous. CSD moved to nominate CB as Vice-Chairman, NC seconded. Roll call vote unanimous. 
1.6 Chairman’s Additions/Deletions to Agenda unforeseen prior to 48 hours of this meeting

2. Work Session            

2.1 HPP Next Steps-CB reviewed the next steps that the THA was working on; CB asked Admin, Jodie Deschenes, (JD), if the draft bylaw had been sent to Town Council, JD reported that the draft bylaw had been sent to the Town Administrator with the request for it to be sent to Town Council for review. Before checking back in with the Town Administrator, CSD reported that the town is in the process of forming a bylaw committee to review the current bylaws, and perhaps the draft bylaw should be reviewed by that committee first.
CSD gave a brief overview of the Community Preservation Act, (CPA) which is a tool to help preserve a community’s unique character, with residents determining the possibilities, needs and the resources with regards to the community preservation projects. The incentive to adopting the CPA is that the state rewards CPA communities with an annual variable state match on what was raised locally.

CSD also mentioned that the CPA surcharge calculations include exemptions to homeowners based on age and income as well. 
CB asked if the THA should schedule a joint meeting with the Townsend Affordable Housing Trust (TAHT), and the board agreed. NC instructed JD to reach out to the TAHT Chair and try to schedule something in the next few months. 

Discussed reviewing the Town Properties list. 

2.2 Correspondence/Clerk’s Announcements-Discussed the new Housing Admin. Assistant that will be starting in September. 
2.3 Approve meeting minutes CSD moved to accept and approve the meeting minutes from 7-6-2023. NC seconded. Roll call vote unanimous.
Next Meeting Date: Tentatively scheduled for Tuesday September 5th 6PM

CSD moved to adjourn at 6:57PM. NC seconded. Roll call vote unanimous. 
	Mission: “To promote, maintain and provide housing opportunities for income groups who could not otherwise afford to live here.”
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